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Literature Circle Assignment for Polar Bears Past Bedtime 
by Mary Pope Osborne

This is an introductory assignment to literature circles, a discussion-based guided reading activity. The goal of this activity is to guide the students’ reading through thoughtful questioning and attention to author craft by examining passages and vocabulary. In this activity students are asked to generate questions for group discussion. See examples on the class Web site for variations of this activity.

For Polar Bears Past Bedtime, read the first 40 pages and come prepared to complete literature circle role sheets:

· Discussion director

· Passage Picker

· Word Wizard

Then you will carry on a small group discussion of the reading.

For homework, you are to complete the reading (to page 71) and plan literature circle role sheets for students (instructions specific to the last section of the book). You will find lots of examples of literature circle lessons on the class Web page—use the MSWord documents as templates for your role sheets. The next class we will share our planning. These lessons will be turned in.

Also, complete the ABC Book assignment and bring your page into class to share. This page will be e-mailed to your instructor as an attached file. (See the ABC Book links on the class Web page.)

